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Although
accelerated over the last two decades, most of this research
has involved young adult listzners.

research  on  music  perception  has
The present resexrch,
however, compares young and clder aduits on a musiczl
memory task. Its purpese is to test a thecry of the
acquisition of mosical knowledge or grammar. Consistent
with avidence that the brain is mere plasic early in life,
we propose that musical grammar or kncwledge about
musical style ¢an be acguired life.
Mareover, this gramunar provides a framewerk fcr
encoding music throughout the rest of life. 1t foilows that
music which is consistent with this style is easily retained
in memory but music which vioiaws this stvle s less
gasily retained (sez Figure helow),
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Much research on mwsic percggaon has gsés alghiy
cenrrolled tone sequences which may not "degin ¢ do
justica to the rang= of patterns and relaticnsiips inherent
in rel music” (Sioboda. V33,
this problem by using sxcerpts from aciual musie.

The oregent siadv aveucs

Bresent Study

Fifte2n undergraduare students imezn age={Y9.3 vears:
rom the University of Prince Edward lsland and 2leven
senior adults (mean age=70.53 vears; who were auending

an Elderhostel conference participated in an 2xperiment

which investigated familiarity and memory for music
which differ in decade of popularity fram 1900's 1o
1990's. Subjects listened to 40 short musical 2xcerpts and
rated sheir famiiiarity of the tnes. This was foilowed by a
test of immediate retenticn for 20 tunes {twe cid and wo
pnew tunes from each decade, permitting an unbiased
recognition measgure--d’--for sach decada}
completed the Ots-Lennon verbal intelligence test, and a
questignnaire conceming musical expenience,

All subjects

Result ncinsigns

For young adults, familiarity and recancy of the
axcerpt were positively comrelated ((74) and differentiation
berween oid and new song excerpls was greatest for music
from the 1980's. Fer senior adults, [familiarity and
recency negatively  correlated  (-19)  and
differentiation of old and new songs was greatest for songs
of the 1940 s,

Thus, for both oge groups,

were

the pricrity in memory is
ghown Jor music associated with styles popular early in
life. Performance. it is argued. was thus incependent of
the excerpts themselves and instead dependent on having
considerable exposure 1o music of that stvie early in life.
Listeners have ditficuity assinuiating wres frem less

ramiliar stvies heccuse thev do nmot fit eariy acguirsd
W ith
sith vocuth and
the deciine o1 menal plasucity with age. However, it doas

nct sonwradict the face

‘rames of referenca. This idea is also zonsisent

research on the ivental plastcity associated
that much musical leaming con
nevertheless 2onnnue with 222,
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Note: The paper is based on an Henours thests of Lisa D.
Clyburn, Memory for Popular Music in Semtors ard
Young Adults: How Does Memory for Stvle Chang2 wilh
Age? Depanment of Psychelogy. University of Prince
Edward Island. August, 1966,
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